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OSWALD JEETIVG
NEARLY GAHCELED

———— e i e

Town Hall, Fearing a Meleq,
Insists on $25,000 Bond

By PETER KIHSS

Town= TIx1  Licknowledg
yesterdas- < sought
(.:zmceI R, iy involy
ing Mrs. Marguerite Oswald

the ground that her appearancH

“could he incendiary.”

SJournal-Americnn had then an-!
cnounced  Mrs.

ELY SR R v IyAn 20 Sl 12 3

confirmed by a letter and check
on Jan. 14 after arrangemonts
had bheen magle over the (ole-
plione. Town Hall confirmed
that its director, OQuruond J.
Drake, associale dean of the
N.Y.U. Division of General Edu-
ecation, wrote 'in a Jetter on Jan.
23 that the understanding had
heen My, Lane would s~mak, buti
that an article in The vew York,

Oswald  woulkl
appear “to proclaim her son'::i‘
innocence.” - . l

. Terms Are Ileld Altered i

“The terms of thie propesed,
lease have bcen materially al-.

The hall, a part of New Yor}
. University since 1958, allowd
. the meeting to go on last nigh

tered,” Mr. Drake wrote. Jle
continued: ! !
“In our opinion Mrs. Oswald's!

' only after The National Guard
ian weelkly, sponsor of the meet]
ing, deposited $25,000 in cashl
to cover any damages to Towi

. Hall premises. :

James Aronson, the weekly's

i editor, called the episode “g, disy

¢ grace to the concept of fred

!'speech and free inquiry.”

Town Hall spokesnmien cond
tended that the sponsors a
first had.not told them thaf

- Mrs. Oswald, the mother o
Prosident Kennedy's accused as-
sassin, was to appoar.

appearance could he incendiary.;
Town Hall does not choose to
be a party to the airing of a
case that Is presently being:
studled hy the - Presidential
conmmission. - " i

“In view of the importance of’
the investigation now in prog«
ress by this high-level judicial,
committee, Town Hall does not;

Guardian’s 8600 rental had been|

[ believe that the appearance o
Mrs. Oswald on a public plat-
form would serve aay uscful
purpose.” .

The National Guandian, A
Aronson said, got the aid of
Fdward J. Ennis, genoral coun-

' ‘The spokesmen said Town
" Hall “would prefer not to hav
further dealings with The Na.
¢ tional Guardian,”
“Bonds in 3 Previous Cases
James V. Edwards, assistant
director of Town “Hall, sald
bonds had been reguired in at
least three previous éases.
. A $25,0000 bond, he said,
wasg required from the Student
_Committee for Travel to Cuba,
whose mceting last Sept. 15

caused thousands of anti-Castro]

demonstrators to mill around
Times Square. Phillip Abbott
Luce, that group’s spolkesman,
_said this had been an insurance
policy. ' . .
Fifteen-hundred persons were
reported to have bought all
available tickets for last night's
~meeting at prices from $1.50 to
£3. In addition to Mrs, Oswald,
. speakers included formoer As_-"
semblyman Mark Lane, whom
she  has named unpaid de-)
‘ense counsel for her somn, l.ce
H. Oswild, o

Town Hall occupies a 42-year-
‘'old structure at 123 West, 43rd;.
Strect. Its slogan, “You Shallf
Know the Truth and the Truth
Shall Make You Free,” appears)

age.” .

sel of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union,

Mr, Drake wrote the weekly
a letter on Feb. 4, enclosing a
fease form but demanding “a

Tnsists on a Bond

Mr. Drake insisted on a bond,

The XNational Guardian, Mr.
hronson said, submitted a one-
oy §25,000- insurance policy on
Fob, 12, hut this was rcjected.
After rejections from bonding
qompanies, Mr, Aronson .re-
HJorted, $25,000 in negotiable
'mds and cashier’s checks was
hised from-four persons he pre-

bond of $25,000 to protéct the
physleal property at Town Hall
in the cvent of material dam-

Mr. Ennis replicd on Feb, 5.
objecting to “the onerous con-
ditlon of a large bond as secu-
ity against completely improb-
Jrble physical damage.” )
“Such 4 general require-
ment,’"” Mr, Ennis wrote, *“sug-
restive of an ‘unconstitutional
condition, would penalive pro-
ponents of a peaceable assenibly]
ather than its opponents un-
Jawtully threatening physical

Lhe peaceable assembly to the
reto by commercial surety com-

¥

!

fprred Lo legve unnamed, and
the moncy was deposited on
Yonday in a bank against any
own Hall claims, ,
Queries to the Police Depart-
mgent, Town Hall and The Na-!
tpnal Guardian yesterday after-
ponnt brought disclaimers from,
! gquarters on knowlcdge of
Lhy threats to disturh the meet-
z. : |
David Haber, professor of law'
hE  Rutgers . University was
afrman of the meecting, Other

”

Histurbance, and would subject|.

Heakers included * Staughton
Lpnd, professor of history ati
Epcelman . College, Atlanta, and
fick Minnis, former research
lil'cetor of the Southern Re-
Fibnal Council’s Voter Educa-

banies which might exact the
leposit of full cash collateral
or a bond or refusc it alto-

|¥ether in the case of unpopular
heetings” -, e T

. on the frm_xt of the building,

ign Project, who had collabo-
ed in a New Republic article
.the Oswald case entitle

eeds of Doubt,” = .= ' -
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